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honour Herr Hitler as a genius, as a brave man, a match-
less organizer, and much more. But I should hope that the
Germans of the future will have learnt the art of discrimina-
tion even about their heroes. Anyway I think it will be
allowed that all the blood that has been spilled by Hitler
has added not a millionth part of an inch to the world's
moral stature.
As against this imagine the state of Europe today if
the Czechs, the Poles, the Norwegians, the French and the
English had all said to Hitler: "You need not make your
scientific preparation for destruction. We will meet your
violence with non-violence. You will, therefore, be able to
destroy our non-viol$nt army without tanks, battleships
and airships." It may be retorted that the only difference
would be that Hitler would have got without Jfighting what
he has gained after a bloody fight. Exactly. The history
of Europe would then have been written differently. Pos-
session might (but only might) have been then taken under
non-violent resistance, as it has been taken now after perpe-
tration of untold barbarities. Under non-violence only those
would have been killed who had trained themselves to be
killed, if need be, but without killing anyone and without
bearing malice towards anybody, I dare say that in that
case Europe would have added several inches to its moral
stature. And in the end I expect it is the moral worth that
will count. All else is dross.
I have written these lines for the European Powers,
But they are meant for ourselves. If my argument has
gone home, is it not time for us to declare our changeless
faith in non-violence of the strong and say we do not seek
to defend our liberty with the force of arms, but we will
defend it with the force of non-violence?
Sevagram, 18-6-'4O
Harijm, 22-6-1940

